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NDP caucus meetings in Osoyoos beat election drum
Don Urquhart

tion@timeschromcle.ca

A new healthcare development for the South
Okanagan is expected to be announced soon with the
NDP government again today during a press confer-
ence in Osoyoos making note of an imminent an-
nouncement by the Minister of Health specific to this
area.

The Times Chronicle has heard from other credible
sources of the coming announcement and understands
this is possibly going to involve the creation of a pri-
mary care facility to alleviate the shortfalls of service
at the South Okanagan General Hospital (SOGH).

The reference to an impending announcement by
Heath Minister Adrian Dix was made by NDP House
Leader Ravi Kahlon who was speaking to media in Os-
oyoos about the BC New Democrat Caucus visit to the
South Okanagan.

Kahlon was asked by the Times Chronicle what the
government intends to do for health care in the South
Okanagan given the fact that changes to the way doc-
tors are paid, anticipated to resolve the staffing crisis
at the SOGH, have had little impact on emergency de-
partment closures.

Rattling off the various healthcare initiatives pre-

viously announced by the government Kahlon made
the connection to the province's moves on housing.

"That's why housing has been such a major focus for
our government," he said. -

"That's why we took action on short term rentals to
ensure that housing can be prioritized for people in our
community so that when we train professionals or we
invite professionals from all over the world to come
support us that they have housing to be able to be in
the community."

He then said "the Minister of Health will be sharing
more infoimation soon on next steps to support health-
care in this region," but went no further.

Kahlon was also asked whether the $70 million that
has been previously announced to assist farmers with
replanting and building resiliency after the devastating
cold snap last January was adequate given the planned
rally in Osoyoos' Gyro Park Tuesday afternoon by fhiit
growers seeking greater support.

"That's why we're here right now meeting folks to
find out how we can better support them not only to
navigate the impacts of climate change but so that we
can continue to see results in our local economy."

He acknowledged that more supports are going to be
needed by people in this region and said Premier Da-
vid Eby along with the Minister of Agriculture and lo-
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Please be advised that a Public Hearing will be heU regarding byfciw amendments to altow for the
construction of a "two family dwelling" (l.e.. duplex) on the property at 5801 Oteonder Drive. Amendment
Bylaw No. 1375.03, 2024, proposes to amend Map 2 of the Town of OsOyoos Official Community Plan
Bylaw No. 1375.'2022. by changing the land use designation of the property from Medium-High Density
Residential to Low-Medium Density Residential. Amendment Bylaw No. 1085.1SO, 2024. proposes to
amend Schedule A of the Town of Osoyoos Zoning Bylaw No. 1085,1998. by changing the zoning of the
property from Medium Density ResUential (R<) to Low Density Residential (R3).

To attend the public hearing, please refer to the meeting details, as follows:

Date: June 11.2024 | Time: 2:00 pm
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The Town will be conducting the PubGc Hearing in person and virtually (i.e., via Zoom Video Conference
or by phone). For more Infoimation on how to parfidporte in the Public Hearing, please go to the Town of
Osoyoos websife at: httDs:/A\rwv/.osovoos.ca/counci)/publicheqrings

All persons who believe their interest is affected by the proposed byfaw amendments are encouraged
to provide written submission to the Corporate Officer for Indusfon in the June 11 i" Regular Open Council
Meeting Agenda by 12:00 pm (Noon) on June II, 2024. Written submissions may be delivered or mailed
to the Town Office located at 8707 Main Street, PO Box 3010. Osoyoos, BC. VOH 1VO or emailed to
info'g'osoycos.ca.

All written submissions will be provided to Council and be made public and
form a port of the public record. No further submissions can be considered
by Council after the conclusion of the public hearing on June 11"'.

Inspection d Documenb: For further information about
the application and the land affected by It, persons
are encouraged to request a copy of the application
at the Town of Osoyoos office, as described above,
behveen the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Basic
Information related to this proposal is also available at:
https://wv/^'.osovoos.ca/seryices/plannina-

devefopment-ser/ices/cufrenfr-applications-and- ^
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NDP House Leader Ravi Kahlon speaking at the Watermaik
Beach Resort In Osoyoos.
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cal MLA Roly Russell will be meeting local producers
and farmers "to figure out how we can continue to sup-

port them." He added, "What happens here is this lo-
cal economy is critical to British Columbia's economy.
And so that's why we're here. We're here to engage

with folks to see how we can support them and what
their needs are as we move forward."

He also confumed that a members) of the caucus
will attend the rally at Gyro Park.

He was also asked why the caucus meeting was be-
ing held in the South Okanagan and whether it had an-
ything to do with recent polling which suggests voters
are more likely to vote conservative in the Boundary-
Similkameen riding at (Ms present moment.

"We're m the region right now because of real chal-
lenges that people in our communities are dealing
with," Kahlon said.

"We're here talking to folks within the agriculture
sector, we're talking to folks in small businesses, we're

here talking to people that are trying to provide hous-
ing for communities and we are here because we repre-

sent all British Columbians.
"And it's important for any government to make sure

they go to communities to hear from people directly,
we see what's happening on the ground. That's why
we'll we're here," he said.

"John Rustad doesn't think climate change is real.
He should come to this area and see what we're see-

ing on the ground, which is people's livelihoods are
being impacted because of the climate and.because of
weather pattern changes."

Kahlon also took a swipe at BC United party leader
Kevin Falcon saying there is no difference between
him and Rustad.

"They both sat around the same table when they
brought in the carbon tax, and were at the same table
when making changes to ICBC which he described as
a "dumpster fire" when the NDP government inherited
it.

"They can pretend like they're different than some-
how but I think British Columbians will find when they
look deeper, is that there's real no difference between
these two parties."

He went on to say that the two leaders "continue to
make backroom deals for figuring out how they can get
into power .. . we're focused on fighting for people...

John Rustad and Kevin Falcon are just focused on
fighting each other".
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