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Oliver Senpaq9cin student wins top art award
Don Urquhart

tlon@timeschronicle.ca

Lynnea Hohnstrom, an Indigenous youth artist ftom
Osoyoos Indian Band, is one of four winneis of an art
competition awarded for her stunning visual represen-
tation of the "four elements and Indigenous connection
to nature and animals".

Lynnea Holmstrom was one of four exceptional wia-
ners of PORED BC's annual art, photo & video contest
that celebrates the rich cultural and heritage traditions
of Canada's Indigenous people with $150 cash prizes
to Indigenous youth winners aged 5-18.

The 2024 Traditional Knowledge & Medicine art
competition is part of FQRED's Aboriginal Heritage,
Education & Dialogue (AHEAD) program.

The Grade 7 student from Oliver's Senpaq'cin
School told the Times Chronicle that this is the very
first competition that she's entered her art into. "It's
very exciting because I thought I wouldn't win," she
says. When asked how she was planning to spend her
$150 prize money she replied sunply, "Maybe put it in
my bank account."

; As for her inspiration for tMs artwork she says, "I
love the land and my history and I really wanted to
.showcase the plants you see around this area." She adds
that she had an idea and a rough plan and it just "came
togethei" as she pamted. The colours are to showcase
the northern lights and the blue wings represent pro-
tecting the water and her connection to her Indigenous
name and ancestors, she says in her artist's statement.

JLvnnea«.CTDiains..het paintine jeflects-slhdigensiig.

one day."

Her mom agrees it's exciting but laughs that prac-
tically fmm Lynnea's first woids she's basically said:
"You don't understand me, mom, I'm an artist."

"She's always creating, and like huge disasters
around the house but she comes up with these really
beautiful pieces. We've created her own art station in
the house so we try to ke.ep her to one area. She's al-

ways creating something," she chuckles.

but that she enjoys all different styles.
*"She does a variety of things, she loves cartoon draw-
ing md painting, she really doesn't restrict herself to
one style," says her mom Alanea Holmstrom. "It was
the contest that really caused her to look inward and
look at her background because the contest was based
on traditional medicine. •• "

"So that's what she decided to look at the local area
and see what inspired her beqause she's obviously very
connected to nature and sh?'s always been connected
to water," AIanea adds.

"I fell in love with art wl)en I was younger," she
says adding she has art class at school and also works
closely with an art teacher. When asked if otheis in her
family are artistic she replies, "no, it's just me".

As for her future, art looks to be very much in the
centre of it all. "I would like to travel and do art," she
says when asked what she sees for her future. Lynnea
will get her first small taste of that dream when she
makes a journey to Vancouver in July to attend a two-
week art program for teens at Emily Can- University's
Junior Arts Institute (JAI).

Alanea explained that she contacted the JAI after
hearing about the program. "As soon as I said that she
had won the contest and sent them a photo of her work
it was like, 'Okay, she's in!'"

LuckUy the Holmstroms have a family member (who
jiist completed law school) who lives not far from Bmi-
ly Can University and Lynnea will stay with her for the
two weeks. Excited about the trip she says she hopes to
improve on the skills that she already has and pick up
new ones from being around other artists and instmc-
tors.

When the Times Chronicle suggests she just might
be famous one day, Lynnea laughs and says, "I was
just telling my Mom I'm going to be a famous person

Lynnea Holmstrom Qeft) and her winning artwork repre-
senting the four element? of nature and the Indigenous
connection to nature and animals. Conbibuled
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FlBOW.iiffOcMftd (hot 0 Public Hearing wfll be hay ragardlnei Wow om9ndm«nt» to sjlow.for the
corii(rueffene?o'lhw»ham»ydw»lltog" (1,»., duptex) on Wwpropwty at 6801 Olaander Drive, Anwndmwtf
Bytqw Ho. WfSS, WUiproposei to amend Map 2 of tlw Town of Otoyoo» Official Community Plan
Bylaw No, }SIB, VfS, bycbonglng fb» land uw derignoUon of ths property from Msdlum-Hlgh Dandfy
Residential to LoW.M»dlum DsnsNy Reddsntlal. Am«ndm»nt Bylaw No. 1085.160, 2024, proposes to
amend Ssh»du)» A o( th* Town of Osoyow Zoning Bylaw No, 1085, 1998, by changing th» ronlng of the
property from Medium Density R»ifdenlial (R6) to low Dsnrily Roilctentlol (ti3),

To attend the public hsorlng, pl»g(9 wlw to th* masting datolli. 01 follow*!
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The Town will be conducting ths Public Hasring In penpn and virtually (1^,, via Zoom Video ConfTsncs
of by phorw), fw moro IntermaHon on how to, partlefpate In ths Public Hearing, pleosa go to ths Town of
0»oyo9i Webtlf ot; MtDS://www.osovoos.ca/counca/Dublichearinas

All penoni who befoy fh«lr Intswst It affacted by the proposed bylaw amandmanti ara encouragsd
to provide writtm mbmlHion to Iha Corporata OffleT for Includon In ths Juns 11 ltl Regular Op»n Council
Msetlng Ae»nda t>y 12;00 pm (Neon)en June 11, 2024, WrlKin }ubml»lon» may be dellvared or mallsd
to th« town 0(fte» toeatsd at 8707 Moln Stft, PO Box 3010, Oioyooi. BC, VOH 1VO or emalled to
info@osoyoos.ca.

All written submlsttoni will b» provided to Council and be mada public and
form a part of th* publte meord. No furttw lubmlwlon? can b» eonsldwd
by Council oftsr Hr conelysten of the public hwring on June 11 »>,

Inipacffen of Baeunwnti; For furthsr Information about
the applleotfon and th* land affseted by It, ptnoru
are aneouragsd to fBquwt a sapy ef the appBootlon
at the Town of Owyoet effles, o« deswftwd above,
behveen the houff of 9;00 o.m, to 4!00 p,m, Baile
Infermatton related to ttili propwol Is ol» ovgflgble at!
httRs://www.osovoos,co/ser»ices/Dlannina-

develoDment-sen'Ices/current-aDDlications-and-

decisions
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